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COVENT GARDEN. 


Snaxspeare’s Comedy of Much Ado About Nothing was revived 
last night, for the purpose of exhibiting Miss Cuesrer, for the first 
time, in the character of Beatrice, in conjunction with Mr. C. Kem- 
BLE’S Benedick. 'This Play is one that requires the most shiiful and 
vivacious acting, in order to make it pass on the Stage, without 
offending or hanging heavy. If the representatives of Beatrice and 
Benedick, were to fail in one instance in preserving the gaiety and 
freedom of the characters, so as to lose a connected hold on the fa- 
vour of the audience, adieu to their success in the greater part of 
their efforts. For if those who act this happily-formed hero and he- 
roine, be not in our good graces, one half of what they utter would 
be disgusting. ‘There must be personal merits united to superior 
talent, that can enable the actors of these parts to. give the living 
picture of an almost unbridled wit, witheut gressly violating feelings 
of delicacy, and good taste. In Shakspeare’s days, the refinement of 
thought and language whichis. demanded in our times, was not in 
fashion ; and allusions of a very coarse nature were pot only tolerated, 
but loudly applauded. When these occur in the acting Plays of the 
great bard, they are now viewed leniently, if their grossness is dex- 
terously got over. A stupid perforracr of Beatrice, could never be 
allowed to deliver some of those speeches of hers in the second act, 
without being soundly hissed. Miss Cursrer gets most admirably 
over all the dangerous points ; and whilst she shews the utmost buoy- 
ancy of spirits, she in fact apologises for the naughty things, that in 
the rapid race of wit slip from her tongue. We never were more dc- 
lighted than by the frank and mirtiful air which she casts around 
the entire character of the flippant man-hater, and which was marked 
by the frequent applauses of the audience. It was only to be matched 
by the gay woman-hater of Mr. C. Kemaie, who exerted himself on 
this occasion with a success that he never surpassed, His activg, 
after he comes out of the arbour in Leonato’s garden, full of the be- 
lief that the supposed disdainful Beatrice was dying for love of him, 
was conceived and executed with a humourous fidelity of character, 
that obtained him loud and long coutinued plaudits. Throughout, he 
gave one connected, striking, represeatation of the light-hearted 
batchelor. He never flagged for onc moment—but kept up the humor 




















THEATRICAL OBSERVER. 





of the scene in the most exhilirating style, from his first witticism 
levelled at Leonato, to his last one that rebuts the laugh aimed at 
himself, 

Mr. Connor performed the Prisce Don Pedro, in a very pleasant 
manner ; and Mr. Asnort, acted Claudio, with equal propricty. Mess. 
FEcerron and Bartiey, as the two old worthies, eauato and Anto- 
nio, were able assistants in the Piece—their guarrelling with Claudio 
was amusing, particularly on the part of the more inflamable brother, 
Anto.io. With respect to the Dogberry of Mr. Fannren, the part 
could not in such hands be very baaly done ; yet, it was not very weil 
done; at least, it did not strike us as being the bona-fide Master 
Constable Dogberry, but some oid merry batchelor in disguise, acting 
the character for a frolic. Perhaps, we are infested, as Dog- 
berry might say, with the memory of the ludicreus personation of 
Master Constable, by our old, and at~ present retired favorite, Muy- 
pen, whose figure, face, and voice, all contributed to give the true 
sort of effect to this comic sketch of an ancient master of the watch. 
Mr. Farnen, certainly, in some parts, was very amusing to the ear; 
but he has not a figure that can fill up the part to the perfect satis- 
faction of the eye. Mr. Kretey’s Verges, was passable. Mr. Hor- 
nesow’s drunken scene as Borachio, was very indifferent. Mr. Honr 
was personable and correct, as the vile Don John ; and who would 
not listen with reverence to the solemn tones of Mr. Cuarman’s Friar. 

Miss Foorr made a most interesting Hero, both in courting, 
fainting, and petitioning. By the bye, we have forgot to observe, 
that Mr. Apnort should have marked the remains of sorrow for his 
Hero’a supposed death, down to the moment of his taking the ima- 
gined cousin by the hand. He appeared rather too indifferent at the 
fate of one, for whom in words he had expressed such ardent love. 
We have also to pass a criticism on the Garden-Seat at Leonato’s. 
It by no means executed its share in the performance well—there was 
not sufficient dreadta about it, to act-up with proper effect to the parts 
of the solid Leonato, Don Pedro, and Claudio. It was evident, that 
Megsrs. Eesaten, Coxnor, and Azsorr, sedentarily inclined as they 
were, could not accommodate themselves to the confined manner in 
which this Garden Seat received them—in fact, this Garden-Seat did 
not do its daty, there was an entire want of ease about it, which we 
hope, will be “ reformed altogether” on the next representation of 
this most entertaining Comedy; which representation was announced 
by Mr. Kemble for the following Wednesday, amidst the cheers of a 
most elegant and crowded audience. 





DRURY-LANE. 
Dr. Woaptey’s Comedy of The Suspicious Husband was excel- 
lently acted here last night—The Ranger, of Mr. Extisron, Mrs. 
Davison’s Clarinda, and Mrs. West’s Jacintha, were much applauded. 
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This Evening the Opera of 


‘The Cabinet. 


Prince Orlando, Mir. BRAHAM, Count Curvoso, Mr. GATTIE, 
Marquis de Grand Chateau, Mr. FITZWILLIAM, 

Lorenzo, Mr HORN, Whimsiculo, Mr HARLEY, Peter, Mr DOWTON 
Constantia Miss FORDE, Leonora, Mrs. AUSTIN, 
Floretta, Miss SFEPHENS, Crudelia. Mrs KNIGHT. 
Bianca, Mrs. HARLOWE, Curiosa, Mrs. H. HUGHES, 





After which, (15th time) a Superb Spectacle, in 2 acts, called 


5) ed s Y 
Lhe Chinese Sorcerer. 
Or, the Emperor and his Three Sons. 
The Music by Mess.'T. Cooke, Parry, and Horn, The Overture by 'T.Cooke 
The Dances composed by Mr. Nosre. 
Feng-Whong, the Sorcerer, Mr THOMPSON, 
Kein-Long, Emperor of China, Mr POWELL, 

Zam-Ti, Mr. COOPER, Kan-Fu, Mr. PENLEY, Pekin, Mr. HARLEY, 
Hi-Ho, Confidential Attendant on Fong-Whang, Mr. KNIGHT, 
Chop-Stick, a familiar Spirit, attached to Hi-Ho, Mr FITZWILLIAM, 
Fum-Hoam, Prime Minister, Mr KING, 

Bo-lfea, Sow-Shong, Captains of the Guard, Mr. WALKER, and Mr.READ, 
Ming, Tong, Tchu, Chiefs of a Horde of Tartar Plunderers, 

Messrs. G. SMITH, DOUGLAS, RANDALL, 

O-Me, Niece of the Emperor, and Princess of China, Miss. SMITHSON, 
Bri-Ti, Orphan Daughter of a poor Fisherman, Mrs. HUGHES, 


Ning-Nang, Mrs. KNIGHT, 
Po-Ning, Ladies of the Imperial Court Miss FORDE, 
Nan-King, | Mrs ORGER, 


Quang-Si, the Imprisoned Wife of the Emperor, Mrs. COVENEY. 
ju Act l—A GRAND CHINESE BALLET, In Act ID A DANCE 
Act 1. A ROMANTIC VIEW on the Borders of Tartary—Stanfield 
Grand Imperial Palace, and Court of Kein Long Marinari: 
VESTIBULE OF THE PALACE—Read, Andrews, Pitt, &c. 
Marine Cottages of Zam-Ti, Pe-Kin, and Kan-Fu. Ascent of the Golden 
Galiey and Conitlagration of the Cottages—Stanfield. 
Act 1f.—fLLUMINATED MARINE PAVILION.—Roberts. 
Picturesque Dwelling of Pe-Kin and Bri-Ti—Stanfield. 

Grand Harbour and Arsenal of the Imperial City—Stanfield. 
Rude and Terrific Passage to the Enchanted Valley of Lo-Lo, witha Peep at 
the Tremendous Necromantic 'Tower of Hi-Hi—Stanfield. 

Interior of the Marine Pavilion of O-Me—Marinari. 
SUPERB SALOON, in the Palace of Shi-Fo, with distant Landscape—Roberts 
SUPPER GARDEN of O-ME’s PAVLLION—Roberts. 

Cavera of Spectres--Marinari--Magnificent Hall of Tien, superbly decorated for 


THE FEAST OF LANTERNS, 


~~ "To-morrow, Richard the Third, and The Chinese Sorcerer. 


























Theatre Ropal, Covent Garden, 


This Evening, the Tragedy of 


KING JOHN. 


John, King of England, Mr. MACREADY, 

Prince Henry, Master C.. PARSLOE, Earl of Pembroke, Mr Mears, 
Earl of Essex, Mr. HORREBOW, Hubert, Mr. BENNETT, 
Earl of Salisbury, Mr. CONNOR, ‘Faulconbridge, Mr. C. KEMBLE, 
James Gurney, Mr. Crumpton, Executioner, Mr. Norris. 
Robert Faulconbridge, Mr. Parsloe, English Herald, Mr. Jefferies, 
Philip, King of France, Mr. EGERTON, 

Lewis, the Dauphin, Mr. ABBOTT, Pyince Arthur. Miss RODEN 
Archduke of Austria, Mr. COMER, Chatillon, Mr BAKER, 
Cardinal Pandulph, Mr. CHAPMAN, French Herald, Mr. HUNT, 
Citizens of Angiers, Messrs. Atkins, Collett, Vedy. 

The Lady Constance, Mrs. OGILVIE, 

Queen Elinor, Mrs. VINING, Blanch of Castile, Miss FOOTE, 
Lady Fauleconbridge, Mrs. STERLING. 


After which, (16th time) a New Tale of Enchantment, called 


The Vision of the Sun ; 
Or, The ORPHAN OF PERU. 


The Overture & Musie composed, selected & arranged by Mr Ware. 
The whole produced under the direction of Mr Farury. 
Hnania Copac, King of Cusco, Mr CHAPMAN, 
Oratzuma, (Heir Presumptive) Mr. Horrebow, Koran, 47rs VINING. 

Oultanpac, (the Enchanter of Uxi) Mr FARLEY, 
Tycobroc, (his Slave) Mr GRIMALDI, Tacmar, Mr ‘IT’. P. COOKE, 
King of the Palace of Silence, Myr Comer, 

Ebongau'd, (the Genie of Uxi) Myr LEY, 

Princess Runae, Miss FOOTE,  Ocevllo (her attendant) Miss LOVE, 
Cassana, (wile of Taemar) Mrs. DAVENPORT, 

Genie of the Harp, Miss E. SCOTT, Syiph. Madame GOSS. 
The following is a Suecession of the Scenery. 

The Sierras (Mountains) .... .... (Painted by Grieve) 

THE VISION OF 'THE SUN, (Do.) 

The EXTERIOR of the PALACE of CUSCO. (Pugh) 

The Golden Lake. (T. Grieve) Kunac’s Pavilion. (Pugh) The Plains of Cusce 
A GRAND 'TRIUMPHAL PROCESSION. — Peruvian Villa. (Pugh) 
THE NUPTIAL TEMPLE. (Grieve) 

Aet II. The Pacific Ocean. (Gri¢ve) PALACE OF SILENCE. (Grieve) 
The Grand Court Yard of Cusco. (Pugh) 

Oultanpac’s Abode... The Vestibule of Do. (Grieve) 

THE BLIGHTED FOREST OF LANOS. (W. Grieve) 
The Temple of the Lions. 


AND THE ROYAL PALACE OF PERU. 


To-morrow, The Belles’ Stratagem, with The Orphan of Peru. 











